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Proud Piedmont  
Longstreet Society Seminar 2007  

Gainesville, Georgia  
 
The Piedmont Hotel, almost entirely 
renovated,  played host to many of its 
admirers this summer when The 
Longstreet Society gathered in Gaines-
ville, Georgia for its annual seminar. A 
hardy handful of people gathered at the 
Piedmont on the Friday before the big 
weekend to clean the hotel. Windows 
were washed and debris was cleared 
away. But Saturday was the busiest 
day. LS President Richard Pilcher pre-
sented new information about the ho-
telôs history. Did you know that the ho-
tel was only partly finished when the 
General purchased it? And Longstreet 

g-g-grandson Dan Paterson spoke can-
didly about the hotelðhis grandmotherôs 
houseðas he remembered it. 
 
After a welcome from Gainesville Mayor 
Bob Hamrick, the LS hit the road. First 
there was a Gainesville bus tour lead by 
Joe Whitaker. Stops included the home 
site and Alta Vista cemetery. After lunch 
at the Piedmont, generously supplied by 
the Longstreet Café, the group headed to 
The Atlanta History Center for a presen-
tation about and private viewing of the 
Longstreet collection.  
 

Continued on page 2  Joe Whitaker leads the tour on Saturday  

The nearly complete Piedmont 


